WATER  UNDER  THE  BRIDGES
prestige. During all those months there were only two incidents, and
they were symptomatic, of the intrigues which were going on under
the surface but which were not so much directed against the British
as indicative of the struggle which was going on between Liberals
and Conservatives, or, what it really amounted to, between the
enemies and friends of the King. For the Liberals at heart
wanted a republic, and their slogan was K.M.G.; or in words,
"King must go."
The first incident might have appeared superficially to be anti-
British, but in effect it was a card played by the Liberals to secure
popular support. Ziwar Pasha suddenly presented me one day with
a memorandum claiming the right of the Egyptian Government to
apply to the Council for membership of the League of Nations. I must
say that the gallant old boy, who had undoubtedly been egged on by
his Liberal colleagues, realized quite clearly himself that it was a try-
on, and when I flatly declined to accept the memorandum at all, he
withdrew it without argument or insistence. There was a second
memorandum, although I have forgotten to-day what it was about;
but it, too, raised a question which was "taboo" under the four
reserved points of our unilateral agreement with Egypt, and I equally
refused to accept it. Somewhat foolishly I handed them both back to
Ziwar instead of talcing them away with me. He promised to send
me privately copies of both of them, but he never did. Undoubtedly
when he reported back to his Cabinet, the latter advised him not to
do so.
The second incident was the abrupt dismissal one Sunday morning
of the Minister of Justice, who was a Liberal, and his immediate replace-
ment by a Conservative without consulting me. Ziwar had by then
left Egypt to do a cure at Vichy, and Sidky Pasha, too, was travelling
about in Europe. I at once sent for the acting Prime Minister,
reproached him in vigorous terms for his precipitate action, and
demanded that another Liberal be found to replace the one who had
been so summarily and probably unjustly dismissed. I got no satis-
faction, however, the attitude of the Government being one of
passive resistance to changing again an appointment which had already
been made. All the acting Prime Minister said was, "I cannot under-
stand why you should support the Liberals. Look at this." And he
produced from his pocket a letter from Sidky Pasha, who was then at
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